
We support the 
Virginia Creeper National Recreation Trail!

	 On	Monday,	Dec.	7,	Abingdon	Town	Council	votes	on	a	porposal	to	re-zone	33	acres	of	the	most	significant	green	
space	remaining	within	the	town	limits.			If	the	re-zoning	at	Exit	17	in	Abingdon	is	approved,	a	Food	City	affiliate	proposes	
construction	of	a	new	Food	City	“flagship”	store,	a	retail	strip	mall,	two	hotel	complexes,	five	restaurant	sites,	required	
parking and a myriad of private access and service roads.
	 Thousands	of	citizens	and	visitors	have	united	in	defiant	opposition.		Town	Council	has	shown	callous	indifference	
to removal of the only protection the Virginia Creeper National Recreation Trail and the historic Meadows Farm have 
against commercial encroachment – the integrity of agricultural/open space zoning. A brief outline of the project has been 
compiled below that counteracts the otherwise intentional efforts made to minimize public scrutiny. For further resources 
regarding this project, we welcome you to visit:

Notice: The animation above was not created by the property owner, the developer, Food City, or the Town of Abingdon. 
The animation was, however, created accurately using conceptual renderings released by the developer. 

www.FriendsOfAbingdon.com
friendsofabingdon@gmail.com
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-GET INVOLVED TODAY-
www.FriendsOfAbingdon.com

Concerns At a Glance:
Community Planning
• The proposed development and rezoning contradicts every reference and land use suggested for the 

proposed parcel as outlined in the town’s Comprehensive Plan 2027 adopted in 2013. 
• The project clearly rezones to suit the desires of a developer instead of rezoning to implement the 

town vision as outlined in the comprehensive plan.
• No study has been conducted that analyzes the potential impacts on local business caused by the 

introduction of additional commercial retail, restaurants, and hotel enterprises.  
• There has been a rush to propose the rezoning without community input, with no explanation why this 

development is necessary or how this development is supported by the Comprehensive Plan 2027.
Roads	and	Traffic
• The town’s proposed Green Sping Road re-alignment will cost at least $8 million of local and state 

taxes, of which $5 million will come from local taxes.
• Green Spring Road can be resolved at a far lesser expense.
• Cummings	Street	currently	has	~17,000	vehicles	per	day.	After	this	development	is	built,	traffic	is	

expected to increase by more than 10,000 vehicles per day, totaling in excess of 27,000 vehicles. 
• This development will have a devastating effect on the town’s overburdened street system both during 

and after construction.  
Environmental Impacts
• The development will remove between 50’ to 80’ from the hilltop, dumping tons of dirt and rock on 

the grounds of The Meadows.
• Based	on	a	view	shed	analysis,	the	parcel	in	question	is	identified	as	“Highly	Visible”	from	Cummings	

Street and I-81, warranting additional scrutiny when planning and rezoning for projects of this type.  
(Town of Abingdon Comprehensive Plan 2027, maps found in 2007 version)

• No study has been conducted that analyzes environmental impacts on the property. These include: loss 
of wildlife habitat; stream, light, noise, and air/dust pollution; possible loss of springs on the property; 
and	run-off	and	flooding	of	land	south	of	the	development.	

Historical	Significance
• The proposed commercial development will devastate the sites of the most vibrant local and regional 

history – Black’s Fort as well as Revolutionary War and Civil War activity. 
• The	Meadows	reflects	the	often-ignored	history	of	slavery	in	Abingdon.	It	was	the	home	of	around	

75	slaves,	with	Abingdon	be	a	slave	auction	hub	and	being	the	transit	point	for	over	a	quarter-million	
slaves on the Slave Trail of Tears. Other histories associated with the Meadows Farm include the 
railroad , lumber industry, and prehistoric settlements of the Meadows Farm.


